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I ntroduction

In March 2005, NACE sponsored a CME program, Rheumatology of the Future: State-of-
the-Art Diagnosis, Treatment, and Practice, in Aventura, FL. The program was designed
for specialists in rheumatology.

The three-part program was designed to increase awareness of diagnostic and treatment
options and practice economics. In Part I, New Diagnostics Methods, the presenter
discussed new investigative methods for the diagnosis and management of rheumatic
diseases including MRI, CT Scan, ultrasound, and serological markers with the focus on
testing done through the rheumatologist’s office. In Part I, New Treatment Choices, the
presenter explained and compared new and emerging therapies for the treatment of
rheumatic diseases including RA, Lupus, Psoriatic Arthritis, Ankylosing spondylitis, and
osteoporosis. In Part III, Practice Economics and Practice Building for the Future , the
presenter discussed strategies for structuring a rheumatology practice for the future
including utilization of ancillary services (i.e., infusion, MRI, physical therapies, bone
densities, clinical research, lab, and products), staffing, and compliance with government
regulations.

Forty-one healthcare providers attended Rheumatology of the Future: State-of-the-Art
Diagnosis, Treatment, and Practice attended the program in March in Aventura, FL.
Each attendee was asked to complete and return a conference satisfaction and planning
form prior to the end of the conference. Twenty-nine completed forms were received.
The data collected is displayed in this report.

Program Schedule:
8:00 am — 8:45 Registration and Continental Breakfast
Welcome

8:45 am —9:45am  New Diagnostic Methids is Rheumatic Diseases
David E. Yocum, MD

9:45 am — 10:45 am New Treatment Choices in Rheumatic Disease
David E. Yocum

10:45 am — 11:00 am Break

11:00 am — Noon Practice Economics and Practice Building for the Future
Norman Gaylis, MD, FACP, FACR



Participant | nformation

Ninety percent of attendees were physicians, the majority specializing in Rheumatology.
Nurse practitioners and physician assistants comprised the remaining 10$ of attendees.
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Fifty-two percent of attendees heard about the conference through the mailed program
and 38% of attendees heard about the program from a colleague. The remainder of
attendees heard about the conference from a pharmaceutical representative (7%) or from
another source (3%).

How did you hear about the conference?
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Attendees were asked to rate the importance of the aspects that attracted them to the
program as “Not At All Important”, “Somewhat Important”, or “Very Important”. All
aspects were rated on average as “Very Important”, with the topics covered and quality of
presenters as the most important.

What attracted you most to this program?
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Program Evaluation

Attendees were asked to rate aspects of the overall conference on a four-point scale, with
one being “Unsatisfactory” and four being “Excellent”. Overall, attendees rated the
program as “Excellent”, with an average score of 3.8. Average scores for each aspect are
displayed in the chart below.

Overall Conference Evaluation
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Attendees were also asked to rate each presentation on a four-point scale, with one being
“Unsatisfactory” and four being “Excellent”. Average scores for each presentation are
displayed in the chart below.
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Needs Assessment

Attendees were asked to recommend topics for future meetings and provide suggestions
for improving the conference. Below is a list of the suggested topics.

What topics would you like to have covered in a future meeting?

* SLE therapies, treatment, and studies (3)
* Office MRI (2)

* Update on new therapy for rheumatic disease
* Biologics

* Therapy Outcomes

* EMRs

* Antiphospholipid Syndrome

* Spondylarthropathy

* OA/OP

* Specifics about ancillaries

* Coding update

* Contracting

* Negotiating with HMOs

What suggestions would you maketo improvethis confer ence?

*  Warmer- too much AC

* No changes

* Make it at PGA National Resort next year to attract additional attendance from
farther North.

* Enlarge printout of complex slides- tables become too small to read.
Supplemental handout for last minute info.



Summary

Overall, Rheumatology of the Future: State-of-the-Art Diagnosis, Treatment, and
Practice was successful. Attendees were satisfied with the topics, speakers, and overall
quality of the conference.



