NACE Exhibit Policy and Sample Exhibit Agreement

NACE abides by the following policies with respect to promotional exhibits at CME activities.

CME Guidelines Related to Educational Grants and Exhibit Space

NACE is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. NACE CME activities are planned and implemented in accordance with the Essentials and Standards of the ACCME.  Companies interested in exhibiting at a NACE accredited CME activity should be aware of the following policies with respect to promotional exhibits.

Department of Health and Human Services: Office of Inspector General Compliance Program Guidance for Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
To reduce the risks that an educational grant is used improperly to induce or reward product purchases or to market product inappropriately, manufacturers should separate their grant making functions from their sales and marketing functions. Effective separation of these functions will help insure that grant funding is not inappropriately influenced by sales or marketing motivations and that the educational purposes of the grant are legitimate. Manufacturers should establish objective criteria for making grants that do not take into account the volume or value of purchases made by, or anticipated from, the grant recipient and that serve to ensure that the funded activities are bona fide. The manufacturer should have no control over the speaker or content of the educational presentation. Compliance with such procedures should be documented and regularly monitored. 

Source: http://www.oig.hhs.gov/authorities/docs/03/050503FRCPGPharmac.pdf
Standards for Commercial Support: Appropriate Management of Associated Commercial Promotion

Is it acceptable to say, "In exchange for $5,000 of commercial support we will produce the CME activity and as a commercial supporter you will get an acknowledgment and a 4 x 4 sq ft booth in the exhibit hall."?

No, in this scenario the commercial interest is giving commercial support and getting promotional and sales opportunities. Opportunities for advertising and promotion are being purchased with commercial support and have become a condition of the support. Both of these are Not in Compliance with the Standards.  The commercial interest should buy advertising and promotion opportunities with resources designated for that purpose. If an agreement for advertising or promotion is struck between the two parties it must be outside the written agreement for commercial support.  With respect to commercial support, the terms and conditions of the support must be described in a written agreement between the accredited provider and the commercial supporter. Any event or product that contains advertising or promotional opportunities must not be part of the educational activity and must not be paid for by commercial support. Normally these are assigned to the "exhibit hall," advertising pages or screens or promotional receptions or meals, all of which are clearly identified as such by the learner.

Are advertising and exhibit opportunities always to be offered to commercial supporters?

No. Payment and arrangements for advertising and exhibits are separate, business transactions. They are payment for the sale of promotional space.
Sources: Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education, Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education

Arrangements for commercial exhibits or advertisements cannot influence planning or interfere with the presentation, nor can they be a condition of the provision of commercial support for CME/CE activities.
a) Exhibit fees shall be separate and distinct from educational grants (they are not considered commercial support).  Exhibitors should complete NACE’s Exhibit Application.

b) Exhibit fees shall be set by NACE for each activity and will be standard for that activity; potential exhibitors shall have equal access to purchasing exhibit space (first come-first serve).

c) All exhibitors must be in a room or area separate from the education and the exhibits must not interfere or in any way compete with the learning experience prior to, during, or immediately after the activity.
d) Commercial interest (pharmaceutical) representatives may attend CME/CE activities at the discretion of NACE for the direct purpose of the representatives’ own education; however, they may not engage in sales or marketing activities while in the space or place of the educational activity.

Every company wishing to exhibit at a NACE CME activity must complete an Exhibitor Application for the specific activity.  Exhibit rules and regulation, use of exhibit space, staffing of exhibit booths, shipping instructions and exhibit fees are explained in the Exhibitor Prospectus for each CME activity.  You may request an Exhibit Prospectus by contacting NACE at: info@naceonline.com or call (9540 723-0057 and ask for Sharon Graham.

Sample Exhibit Agreement

Commercial exhibits and advertisement are promotional, therefore the monies are not considered to be “commercial support.”  An exhibitor is defined as a company that has purchased a display booth or an advertisement.

Statement of Purpose: This activity is for scientific and educational purposes only and will not promote the company’s products directly or indirectly. Commercially supported social events before or after CME activities will not complete with nor take precedence over educational content.

Contributed Funds: All monies must be paid with the full knowledge and approval of the accredited provider or joint sponsor of this activity. No other funds from the company will be paid to the activity administrator, speaker, or others involved with the activity. Exhibit placement must not influence planning or interfere with the presentation of activities. All funds must adhere to the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support. 

Development: Exhibitors cannot influence the planning or interfere with the presentation, nor can they be a condition of the provision of commercial support for the CME activity. The accredited provider is ultimately responsible for control of the content of the CME activity.

Ancillary Promotional Activities: Advertisements and promotional materials may not be displayed in the educational space immediately before, during, or after a CME activity. No product advertisements will be permitted in the same room or obligatory path of the educational activity. Exhibitor staff may attend an educational activity, but may not engage in sales activities while in the room where the activity takes place.

Acknowledgement: Exhibitors must be acknowledged as exhibitors, not commercial supporters.

I. Activity Title

	

	


II. Activity Date and Location

	Date
	

	Location
	

	Address
	

	Setup Time
	


III. Exhibiting Company Information

	Company
	
	Exhibit Fee
	

	Address
	

	City, State, Zip
	

	Representative
	

	Telephone
	
	Fax
	
	Email
	


IV. Ship Exhibit Materials To

	Venue: 

	Attention:

	Address:

	City, State, Zip:


Signature of Representative _________________________________  Date _________________

